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whether the Germans, who are sometimes supposed
to have redeemed their own barbarism by reviving
liberty, brought anything like freedom to Gaul.
There was little more than a succession of German to
Roman privileged classes. German captains shared
the great estates, and assumed the rank, of the half-
official, half-hereditary nobility, who abounded in the
province. A German King, who was in reality only a
Roman general bearing a barbarous title, reigned over
much of Gaul and much of Central Europe. When his
race was supplanted by another in its kingship, the
new power got itself decorated with the old Roman
Imperial style ; and when at length a third dynasty
arose, the monarchy associated with it gradually
developed more vigour and vitality than any other
political institution in Europe. From the accession
of Hugh Capet to the French Revolution, there had
been as nearly as possible 800 years. During all
this time, the French Royal House had steadily
gained in power. It had wearied out and beaten
back the victorious armies of England. It had
emerged stronger than ever from the wars of religion
which humbled English kingship in the dust, dealing
it a blow from which it never thoroughly recovered,
It had grown in strength, authority, and splendour,
till it dazzled all eyes. It had become the model for
all princes. Nor had its government and its relation
to its subjects struck all men as they seem to have
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